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SUMMARY AND OVERVIEW OF DIALOGUE BETWEEN DEANE  AND BARBARA 

GROSSMAN ON SEXUAL ORIENTATION , 1997-2000 

These two pages provide an intro to the material that follows. It is sent as a note to Josh (2023) re 

some writing he and I have been doing on co-exist and inclusion, diversity.  

Johanna  comment: This is an excellent summary – the tone is really kind and respectful and it’s a really 
good overview summary of the issue, including a synopsis of the dialogue with Barbara, as well as a 
range of religious views at the time from progressive (Allan) to hostile (some Christians). I think it should 
definitely go up on your website.  It shows your patience, your clear thinking, your willingness to be 
open  Love  j (March 23, 2023) 
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                     *            *           *  

                                       LETTER TO JOSH 

Hi Joshers, this is a dialogue that I thought  would  interest you for our “Co-exist” paper. That 

paper deals primarily with how different religious/spiritual traditions might add greater tolerance 

and respect to each other.  (We began discussing this when you were 22, and began our article 

when you were 32—still working on it (I’m writing this March, 2023) for possible inclusion  on 

my DHS website.  and if it might fit with our article monograph. 

 This is a more concrete issue, discussed within religious traditions about sexual orientation. The 

dialogue  occurred between  1997-2000, with my colleague and friend, Barbara Grossman. She 

and her husband Michael were part of a “havurah” group that met since l985—you may 

remember some of those! We are a close group of friends and spiritual seekers who shared a 

deep love of Judaism. This particular dialogue  started with a column/sermon that Rabbi Krause 

gave in l997-- (yes the very Rabbi Krause who  a decade earlier when you were five and came to 

services with us, , would share sermons that allowed you to fall asleep under my tallit during 

services ☺  (A  one page dialogue of different religions leaders,  from 2008  including Rabbi 

Krause  is attached at the end of this intro to you). 
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RABBI KRAUSE’S VIEW ON SEXUAL ORIENTATION (HOMOSEXUALITY).  

HISTORICAL CONTEXT. Rabbi Krause had comment on important of tolerance  toward   

gays and lesbians.  As context, a few years earlier (1993) President Clinton had said  re: gays in 

the military “don’t ask, don’t tell” which was seen as a progressive step forward from gays not 

allowed to serve. In l996 he had signed and congress passed the Defense of Marriage Act which 

said marriage was only between a man and woman and same sex marriages were not recognized.  

Barbara took issue with Allan’s comment and wrote a letter to the temple newsletter strongly 

disagreeing with Allen’s comments that gays should be allowed to marry. I thought it would be 

interesting, since I admired her intelligence and faith commitment, to explore the issue with her 

more. I believed at the time that such a dialogue would help me clarify by own views, and we 

could help create a dialogue/dialectic that might better inform us both. 

OVERVIEW OF MY DIALOGUE WITH BARBARA GROSSMAN ABOUT  THIS 

ISSUE.  You will see from the attached pages that this  dialogue went through several phases. 

The first phase was my just listening to Barbara’s point of view, to try to understand it better. 

Her basic view  stated at the start was that  she had gay   friends,      even did counseling with 

gay individual. However she didn’t feel gays should be allowed to marry.  My “gut” reaction was 

that I didn’t agree with her, but I hadn’t really thought it through very carefully and was willing 

to listen to her view.  I thought good hearted people, coming from an open minded perspective, 

could have a mutually enriching dialogue. 

Her initial points, as you will see from the dialogue attached, was  that   gays aren’t as mature 

relationally as heterosexuals. so their relationships wouldn’t be as good; she also said that gays 

(either male or female)  would not be as good as  parents in  raising children.  A major portion of 

the middle part of this dialogue is my trying to understand why she believed these viewpoints 

and whether a) there was any research done on the   topic; and b) if there were, if research did (or 

could show) that gays were as mature relationally, and that they could raise children    equally 

well (based on some agreed upon dependent variable), would that help her rethink her position.  

After several exchanges around this, she   finally said for her  it came down to religious beliefs –

The bible says marriage is between man and woman and for a man to lie with another man is an 

abomination.  I shared with her that  to cite the Bible in this case was a choice on her part, 

because, knowing her well, I knew she disagreed with other parts of the Bible:  (e g.that women 

are not allowed to read from the    Torah, which she proudly did and proudly encouraged the Bat 

Mitvah of her children (services which mom and I  joyously attended. 

She said her view was that taking a larger, societal perspective, you can’t look at what might be 

good for the person, (ie. the homosexual)  but what it would mean for civilization in general.   

The final section of our dialogue is my sharing that I was grateful for her sharing so openly and 

honestly.  To me it was interesting  how far you can dialogue until you realize that further 

dialogue is no longer helpful. She didn’t’ fall back to religious beliefs until the end of the 
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dialogue, and it became clear that  if she believes her view on faith and wasn’t open to any 

“research” that might show otherwise, I didn’t see how continued   dialogue was going to be 

helpful and I thought it was time for this exchange on this topic to come to an end.   We 

continued to be friends with them for another few years until 2005—a twenty year arc), but 

clearly this was no longer discussed among us. 

2015 Supreme Court ruling. On June 26, 2015, the U.S. Supreme Court, in a major milestone 

for civil rights,  struck down all state bans on same-sex marriage, legalized it in all fifty states, 

and required states to honor out-of-state same-sex marriage licenses in the case Obergefell v. 

Hodges,  finally granting same-sex couples equal rights to heterosexual couples under 

the law. 

RELIGIONS LEADERS VIEWPOINTS JUNE 7, 2008 What religious leaders think 

about same-sex marriage depends upon which leader you ask. Opinions run the spectrum. 

KPCC's Susan Valot spoke with two of Orange County's top men of God, each holds very 

different views. 

Susan Valot: Pastor Wiley Drake of the First Baptist Church in Buena Park says he probably 

won't spend much extra time preaching against same-sex marriage during his services. Drake's 

preached for years that homosexuality is a sin. 

And the former leader of the national Southern Baptist Convention says his message won't 

change. But Drake says he will push people to get out and vote in November to change the state 

constitution so it bans gay marriage. 

Wiley Drake: Last election, we only had 24% of our Christian voters out. I believe we'll 

approach the 50% mark this time. And I think it'll be because people are fed up and are gonna 

vote for the constitution to be changed so that indeed the law of the land here in California will 

be one man, one woman. Nothing– you know, the bible says God created Adam and Eve, not 

Adam and Steve. 

Valot: But over at Temple Beth El of Orange County, the largest Jewish congregation in the 

county, Rabbi Allen Krause says we're all human. 

Allen Krause: Oh, all of us are basically made in God's image, and if God made us to be 

heterosexual or homosexual, that's God's doing. And I'm surely not going to question God. 

Valot: But Rabbi Krause points out the view of same-sex marriage varies within the Jewish 

community. His synagogue in Aliso Viejo is a Reform temple. Still, the rabbi says he thinks "it's 

a shame" that people 
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I am highly aware of how flexible human nature is and how pliable human sexuality is also. I believe the 

early structure is good and I want...... 
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BOUNDARIES: EATING (KASHRUT) AND  SEXUALITY. 
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Historical/Biblical Context and Issues
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THE ENDING PHASE OF THE DIALGOUE:
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j’s coment  shold I add anthing re: process before how  I  end it below:? 
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Two  news articles reporting on research (2001, 2004)  on this issue which I came across after dialogue 

ended 
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research of videotapes of hetero and homosexual couples talking about issues Gottman, 2004)
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